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line or to a depth approved by the Dis-
trict Supervisor. The lessee shall verify
that the location has been cleared of
all obstructions in accordance with
§ 250.704 of this part. The requirement
for removing subsea wellheads or other
obstructions and for verifying location
clearance may be reduced or elimi-
nated when, in the opinion of the Dis-
trict Supervisor, the wellheads or other
obstructions would not constitute a
hazard to other users of the seafloor or
other legitimate uses of the area.

(j) Requirements for permafrost areas.
The following requirements shall be
implemented for permafrost areas:

(1) Fluid left in the hole adjacent to
permafrost zones shall have a freezing
point below the temperature of the per-
mafrost and shall be treated to inhibit
corrosion.

(2) The cement used for cement plugs
placed across permafrost zones shall be
designed to set before freezing and to
have a low heat of hydration.

[53 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988. Redesignated and
amended at 63 FR 29479, 29485, May 29, 1998]

§ 250.703 Temporary abandonment.
(a) Any drilling well which is to be

temporarily abandoned shall meet the
requirements for permanent abandon-
ment (except for the provisions in
§§ 250.702 (f) and (i), and 250.704) and the
following:

(1) A bridge plug or a cement plug at
least 100 feet in length shall be set at
the base of the deepest casing string
unless the casing string has been ce-
mented and has not been drilled out. If
a cement plug is set, it is not necessary
for the cement plug to extend below
the casing shoe into the open hole.

(2) A retrievable or a permanent-type
bridge plug or a cement plug at least
100 feet in length, shall be set in the
casing within the first 200 feet below
the mud line.

(b) Subsea wellheads, casing stubs, or
other obstructions above the seafloor
remaining after temporary abandon-
ment will be protected in such a man-
ner as to allow commercial fisheries
gear to pass over the structure without
damage to the structure or fishing
gear. Depending on water depth, nature
and height of obstruction above the
seafloor, and the types and periods of
fishing activity in the area, the Dis-

trict Supervisor may waive this re-
quirement.

(c) In order to maintain the tempo-
rarily abandoned status of a well, the
lessee shall provide, within 1 year of
the original temporary abandonment
and at successive 1-year intervals
thereafter, an annual report describing
plans for reentry to complete or perma-
nently abandon the well.

(d) Identification and reporting of
subsea wellheads, casing stubs, or
other obstructions extending above the
mud line will be accomplished in ac-
cordance with the requirements of the
U.S. Coast Guard.

[53 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988. Redesignated and
amended at 63 FR 29479, 29485, May 29, 1998]

§ 250.704 Site clearance verification.

(a) The lessees shall verify site clear-
ance after abandonment by one or
more of the following methods as ap-
proved by the District Supervisor:

(1) Drag a trawl in two directions
across the location,

(2) Perform a diver search around the
wellbore,

(3) Scan across the location with a
side-scan or on-bottom scanning sonar,
or

(4) Use other methods based on par-
ticular site conditions.

(b) Certification that the area was
cleared of all obstructions, the date the
work was performed, the extent of the
area searched around the location, and
the search method utilized shall be
submitted on Form MMS–124.

[53 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988, as amended at 58
FR 49928, Sept. 24, 1993. Redesignated at 63
FR 29479, May 29, 1998]

Subpart H—Oil and Gas
Production Safety Systems

§ 250.800 General requirements.

Production safety equipment shall be
designed, installed, used, maintained,
and tested in a manner to assure the
safety and protection of the human,
marine, and coastal environments. Pro-
duction safety systems operated in sub-
freezing climates shall utilize equip-
ment and procedures selected with con-
sideration of floating ice, icing, and
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other extreme environmental condi-
tions that may occur in the area. Pro-
duction shall not commence until the
production safety system has been ap-
proved and a preproduction inspection
has been requested by the lessee.

§ 250.801 Subsurface safety devices.

(a) General. All tubing installations
open to hydrocarbon-bearing zones
shall be equipped with subsurface safe-
ty devices that will shut off the flow
from the well in the event of an emer-
gency unless, after application and jus-
tification, the well is determined by
the District Supervisor to be incapable
of natural flowing. These devices may
consist of a surface-controlled sub-
surface safety valve (SSSV), a sub-
surface-controlled SSSV, an injection
valve, a tubing plug, or a tubing/annu-
lar subsurface safety device, and any
associated safety valve lock or landing
nipple.

(b) Specifications for SSSV’s. Surface-
controlled and subsurface-controlled
SSSV’s and safety valve locks and
landing nipples installed in the OCS
shall conform to the requirements in
§ 250.806 of this part.

(c) Surface-controlled SSSV’s. All tub-
ing installations open to a hydro-
carbon-bearing zone which is capable of
natural flow shall be equipped with a
surface-controlled SSSV, except as
specified in paragraphs (d), (f), and (g)
of this section. The surface controls
may be located on the site or a remote
location. Wells not previously equipped
with a surface-controlled SSSV and
wells in which a surface-controlled
SSSV has been replaced with a sub-
surface-controlled SSSV in accordance
with paragraph (d)(2) of this section
shall be equipped with a surface-con-
trolled SSSV when the tubing is first
removed and reinstalled.

(d) Subsurface-controlled SSSV’s. Wells
may be equipped with subsurface-con-
trolled SSSV’s in lieu of a surface-con-
trolled SSSV provided the lessee dem-
onstrates to the District Supervisor’s
satisfaction that one of the following
criteria are met:

(1) Wells not previously equipped
with surface-controlled SSSV’s shall be
so equipped when the tubing is first re-
moved and reinstalled,

(2) The subsurface-controlled SSSV is
installed in wells completed from a sin-
gle-well or multiwell satellite caisson
or seafloor completions, or

(3) The subsurface-controlled SSSV is
installed in wells with a surface-con-
trolled SSSV that has become inoper-
able and cannot be repaired without re-
moval and reinstallation of the tubing.

(e) Design, installation, and operation
of SSSV’s. The SSSV’s shall be de-
signed, installed, operated, and main-
tained to ensure reliable operation.

(1) The device shall be installed at a
depth of 100 feet or more below the
seafloor within 2 days after production
is established. When warranted by con-
ditions such as permafrost, unstable
bottom conditions, hydrate formation,
or paraffins, an alternate setting depth
of the subsurface safety device may be
approved by the District Supervisor.

(2) Until a subsurface safety device is
installed, the well shall be attended in
the immediate vicinity so that emer-
gency actions may be taken while the
well is open to flow. During testing and
inspection procedures, the well shall
not be left unattended while open to
production unless a properly operating
subsurface-safety device has been in-
stalled in the well.

(3) The well shall not be open to flow
while the subsurface safety device is
removed, except when flowing of the
well is necessary for a particular oper-
ation such as cutting paraffin, bailing
sand, or similar operations.

(4) All SSSV’s shall be inspected, in-
stalled, maintained, and tested in ac-
cordance with American Petroleum In-
stitute Recommended Practice 14B,
Recommended Practice for Design, In-
stallation, and Operation of Subsurface
Safety Valve Systems.

(f) Subsurface safety devices in shut-in
wells. New completions (perforated but
not placed on production) and comple-
tions shut in for a period of 6 months
shall be equipped with either (1) a
pump-through-type tubing plug; (2) a
surface-controlled SSSV, provided the
surface control has been rendered inop-
erative; or (3) an injection valve capa-
ble of preventing backflow. The setting
depth of the subsurface safety device
shall be approved by the District Su-
pervisor on a case-by-case basis, when
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